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1 ABOUT THE GROVE 

The Grove is a mobile community garden on two unused development sites (owned by Grosvenor 

and Edinburgh City Council) in the Fountainbridge area (Edinburgh) and is a catalyst for 

neighbourhood and community development.  

Key to the idea is to ensure mobility of the garden and establishing an inclusive, active community.   

The Grove community garden is inclusive and allows all people, regardless of age, ability, gender, 

sexual orientation, faith or origin to share in the joy of gardening.  

As a community, we actively educate ourselves and one another about best gardening practices that 

will respect our environment and in addition to that encourage biodiversity.  

The Grove community garden project aims to involve all the members in maintaining the good 

governance of the organisation and to create community through involving all the members in 

collective, productive, activity. There are no paid coordinators. All is done by the community for the 

community. 

2 MISSION OF THE GROVE 

The mission of The Grove is to grow an active community as well as growing food together. 

The Grove wants to stand as example of humanized urban development. 

3 THE GROVE PRINCIPLES 

The gardeners of The Grove have together established the principles for their garden which guide all 

activities at the garden as such and activities related to the garden. 

• Let’s be inclusive and welcoming to all 

• Let’s be friendly and open to visitors 

• Let’s host regular open days and shared events 

• Let’s work with local and national partners, groups and organisations 

• Let’s spread the word 

• Let’s learn together and share what we have learnt 

• Let’s be organic and wildlife friendly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grove Fountainbridge Community 

Garden is open to everyone who is 

interested in gardening. No particular 

gardening skills are required to start. The 

most important thing is to be interested and 

curious. 

The individual plots and communal plots are 

a small and manageable size for beginners 

and the community offers support for 

learning how to grow vegetables. It is crucial 

to offer each other support. The committee 

is committed to creating regular 

opportunities through organised sessions to 

ask questions about gardening and bring up 

ideas for events or workshops. 



 

The Grove Fountainbridge Community Garden  Annual Report 2014 

4 THE SECOND YEAR:  

“GROWING COMMUNITY AND GROWING IN 

SIZE” 

Following the formation of The Grove as an 

Unincorporated Association in Jan 2013 and 

the opening of the first garden in 2013 we 

have successfully opened a second garden 

(Grove 2) and extended Grove 1.   

This is a fantastic achievement and shows that 

Meanwhile Use/ Temporary Use on empty 

sites in the heart of Edinburgh city is possible. 

There is a demand for gardening and, more 

importantly, being part of a community.  

January 2014 

Legal agreement for extension of Grove 1 

signed off. 

February 2014  

Grove 1 was extended on 15
th

 Feb.  

At a Meanwhile Land Use event organised by 

the Fountainbridge Canalside Initiative (FCI) 

The Grove was presented. 

March 2014 

Member’s meetings about Grove Community 

Garden 2: Layouts discussed.  

Grove 2 agreement signed with EDI Group (a 

private company, owned by the council) 

April 2014 

Access to Grove 2 for the gardeners and first 

Grove 2 action day.  

1
st

 Birthday Party of The Grove. A true 

celebration of appreciation of Grove 1 by our 

gardener community 

May 2014 

Formal opening of Grove 2 on 9
th

 of May.  

Hanging Bottle Wall Garden workshop took 

place. 

June 2014 

Open Day took place on Sat 21
st

 (in 

conjunction with the Canal Festival).  

 

 

 

July 2014 

Positive Health Work day was run by one of 

our gardeners. 

Bank of Scotland/Lloyds Banking came and 

had their Green Team day out.  

August 2014 

The Grove Community Supper. 

The “Its Your Neighbourhood Assessment” 

took place and The Grove was rated Level 4 

(Thriving). Last year we got Level 3. 

September 2014 

Doors Open Day as part of the Cockburn 

Societies Annual Edinburgh Doors Open 

event.  

Wormery was established at Grove 2 bothy. 

October 2014 

Harvest Festival took place and the magical 

Fun Palace art event was held by the 

gardeners. 

November 2014 

Signage was produced for planter labelling. 

The Grove on TV: BBC Glorious Gardens from 

Above. 

A mud kitchen was built at Grove 1 for the 

children. 

December2014/ January 2015 

The Green Roof Planning and Building team 

was busy and now meets regularly ahead of 

spring.  

February 2015 

Annual General Meeting & Members 

Gathering. 

Getting ready for spring and another growing 

season in the heart of Fountainbridge 

(Edinburgh). 

 



 

 

5 THE GROVE: ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2 YEARS 

 

6 MEMBERSHIP  

• At formation 21 Jan 2013: 29 signed up members 

• We now have 176 gardeners/members and 21 who are members only 

o Planters at Grove 1: personal 67, communal ~ 60  

o Planters at Grove 2: personal 50, communal ~ 78 (including groups) 

• 437 on Facebook group (last year 190) 

• 387  followers on Twitter (@GroveEdinburgh) 

7 GROVE IN THE MEDIA 

 

http://www.theedinburghreporter.co.uk/2014/05/temporary-community-garden-at-fountainbridge/ 

 

 

 FEATURED ON http://www.edinburghfood.org/take-part/food-projects/ 

We were also featured on  

The probably biggest achievement was that we were given the offer of opening a second garden just across 

the road from the first garden. This was possible because Grosvenor gave us the chance to demonstrate 

that we could look after a garden as a community. We created a blue print in a way and it was a lot easier 

to establish Grove 2. 

Community layout sessions were organised  for Grove 2 planning and involved permaculture principles 

enabling community creations such as the greenhouse bothy, growing of specialist dyes, delivery of logs for 

mushroom growing, a kids area, a sanctuary area, and more. 

We have raised awareness through regular events for the public. With two events a year and regular open 

sessions for the public we try to offer opportunities as much as is practical.  

Weekly communal gardening session established and are running from Spring to Autumn. 

There have been 12 members/ committee meetings since the last AGM (Feb 2014). 

The  Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) awarded £1,500 for The Grove Orchard project. The Woodland 

Trust awarded a free tree pack of 30 small trees to The Grove. 
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• The City Farmer (Canada) http://www.cityfarmer.info/2014/02/24/edinburghs-the-grove-

community-garden/ 

• Edinburgh Common Good Blog (Scotland) 

https://edincg.wordpress.com/2014/02/13/community-gardening-the-grove/  

• Urban Realm: www.urbanrealm.com/features/466/Fountainbridge%3A_Seven_Up.html  

8 COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE  

As elected at the AGM on 10 Feb 2014 : 

• Office bearers: Susanne Mueller (chair), Isabel Page (vice-chair), Trudi Dorr (Treasurer), Dave 

Leslie (Secretary)  

• Ordinary committee members: Stan Reeves, Lorraine Allen, Martina Coccia, Edu Perez 

Rodriguez, Ruby Alba 

• Lorraine Allen, Martina Coccia resigned 11 August 

o Wendy Lord and Ann Burgess co-opted 8 September 

• Edu Perez Rodriguez resigned 8 September,  

o Sarah Marshall co-opted 4 November 

We are always in need of more committee members.  

• Be more involved in your community 

• Meet like-minded people 

• Make a difference 

• Learn new skills  

 

Keep in touch & informed 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to  

Grosvenor (Developer) and EDI/ Edinburgh City Council – The Grove would not have been possible 

without you. 

Murray Kerr (landscape gardeners) – for their great work getting all the planters on site of Grove 1. 

HarrisonStevens (landscape architecture and urban design) – for the planning of the layout of the 

Grove 1.  

Edinburgh Lothian and Greenspace Trust (ELGT) - thank you to ELGT for support during Grove 2 in 

set up stages. 

Foutainbridge Canalside Initiative (FCI) – for their enormous support and their belief in community. 

Email: grovefcg@gmail.com 

Twitter: @GroveEdinburgh 

Facebook: TheGroveFountainbridge 

Blog: http://grovecommunitygarden.wordpress.com/ 

 


